
VE Day 75 
The 8th of May 2020 is the 75th Anniversary is VE Day. 75 years ago our church 
was closed and the congregation was mainly worshipping at St Columb’s 
Church on Lancaster Road (now St Sava’s Serbian Orthodox Church). Please 
find below an account of those years taken from the letters of Fr Twisaday as 
well as some photographs of the condition of the church on VE Day and also a 
photograph of our small commemoration in the Walsingham Chapel. Fr 
Philipwill offer Mass privately at 8.30am on Friday for Peace in the a World, 
and we will observe the Silence at 11am. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Notting Hill on the 8th May 1945 

As you enter All Saints Church, beside the inner doors there is a board 

commemorating what we might call the war service of the church building, it 

reads: 

Church Consecrated April 9th 1861 

Second World War broke out September 3rd 1939 

Church seriously damaged by enemy action and made unusable September 26th 

1940 

Vicarage burnt our March 27th 1944 

Church temporarily repaired April 16th 1944 

Church again seriously damaged and put out of action. Hall and Vicarage also 

badly damaged June 19th 1944 

Parish Hall burnt our July 1944 

War Ended August 15th 1945 

Church final restored and re-opened April 9th 1951 



 

This means next year, 2021, will not only be the 160th Anniversary of the 

Consecration of the Church but also the 70th Anniversary of its restoration after 

being seriously damaged twice during the Second World War. As we remember 

the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day we would like to share with you 

some excerpts from the letters of Fr John Twisaday to the parish. We are very 

lucky that the parish magazines from this period were saved. Each month Fr 

Twisaday would write to his parishioners sharing the trials and tribulations of 

the war years. We can perhaps take heart and courage from his insistence that 

worship continue and that the church be restored as quickly as possible after 

the war. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September 29th 1940 

Fr Twisaday writes: 

The blow I suppose we had all feared has fallen on All Saints. On the night of 

Wednesday – Thursday September 25-26 about 12.30am, an incendiary bomb 

fell on the church just above  the organ. A R P Wardens quickly got to work with 

sand and water and a stirrup pump to try to extinguish the fire…Meanwhile I 

rushed to into the Church, which was full of smoke, to move the Blessed 

Sacrament to the Chapel in the Vicarage. When this had been done, Fr Sturt and 

I, with several other willing helpers, hurried to remove all the Chalices and other 

Sacred Vessels, practically all the Vestments and linen, the Crucifix and 

Candlesticks from the High Altar, and the Altar Frontals, to the comparative 

safety of the Vicarage. But Alas! This was not to the ned of the tragedy that night. 

About 5.30am only about ten minutes before the sirens sounded the “all clear”, 

a high explosive bomb crashed through the wall of the South transept with an 

ear splitting crash which I shall never forget, accompanied by the awful sound of 

falling masonry, causing dreadful havoc throughout the building. 

 

April 25th 1944 

Fr Twisaday writes recalling the September of 1940 after it was possible to 

return to church for worship: 

I am quite sure many of us remember that night, and the damage which was 

done to the church by the high explosive which fell on it at five o’clock that 

morning. Some of us indeed also remember the Mass which was said two hours 

afterwards in the vicarage chapel, when most of us I think, were near tears. All 

this must have been in our minds as the Blessed Sacrament was carried up the 

church, and Benediction was once ore given from that all which we all love so 

well. 

 

July 17th 1944 

On Monday June 19th 1944 a “flying bomb” landed in the vicarage garden. Earlier 

in the year a fire had left the vicarage without a roof or widows. The blast from 

this caused further damage to the restored church, even worse than had 

happened in 1940. Fr Twisaday was by this time unwell and sent this letter from 

Devon where he was staying: 

It is no use dwelling on the last tragedy that has befallen us. It is all just too tragic 

and heart breaking for words. But we must just go on faithfully doing our nest 

and one day the end will come of all this horror. One thing I should like to say. It 

has been suggested that we were foolish to rebuild. If you feel like that, 

remember what the Church was like before its restoration. The transept had 

gone and was unsafe, and the roof was in a precarious condition. If the repairs 

had not been done to the roof , and that strong wall built round the destroyed 

transept, a great deal of the beloved church might well have been completely 

destroyed. One can even now see the hand of God in the vicarage fire. For is the 

vicarage had been intact it would have resisted the blast and probably come 



down. As it was roofless and windowless, the blast went through it without 

destroying it altogether.  

 

April 15th 1945 

Fr Twisaday now writing from Eastbourne urges the people of the parish in 

prayer: 

It seems as though May – the month of Mary, Queen of Peace – may well bring 

V Day. More than ever we must redouble our prayers for the Peace of the Church, 

as well as the Peace of Europe and the world; for all the starving and lonely, and 

for the released prisoners beginning to take up their work again. Pray, too, for 

the Youth of Europe. 

 

May 12th 1945 

Fr Twisaday has now returned to London and is living in Flat 2, 8 Colville Gardens. 

Victory in Europe was declared on 8th May 1945. Fr Twisaday looks to the future: 

Our thoughts at thus time are of tremendous gratitude to Almighty God for his 

answer to our prayers in giving us Victory and Peace in Europe. We are all ready 

to pray to him when we are in trouble; let us see to it that we are no less ready 

to thank him when our prayers are answered. Much remains to be done; there is 

still a formidable foe to be beaten in the Pacific and the way of reconstruction 

will be hard and long; we shall need al our courage and patience to face the 

future, but at least we know we can get on with the job without the haunting 

fear that anything we do might be destroyed in a moment. I am most anxious to 

get everything, as far as can be back to normal at the earliest possible moment. 

 

At 8pm on Tuesday 8th May there was a Service of Thanksgiving with 

Benediction at St Columba’s Church, Lancaster Road where the congregation 

met for Mass until the Church re-opened on April 9th 1951. Fr Twisaday’s 

prayer for his people in the 6 long years was always: 

 

May God bless and preserve you all, and Our Lady and All the Saints guard 

and pray for us all. Amen. 

 

As we look back 75 years that continues to be our prayer today for the family 

that is All Saints. 

 

 

 


